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Hi Dan, 

Hope you’ve been well. I wanted to reach out to seek your guidance on some mobility issues, specifically around the
Sunset Blvd. protected bike lines (outlined in the 2035 Mobility Plan).

This part of town has been on my mind for a while, and mobility planning took on some new urgency for me — yesterday
morning I was riding my bike to work via the Sunset bike lanes when I was struck by a car that was attempting to turn left
onto Sunset from Manzanita. (I’m recovering, but it was just as traumatic as you’d imagine.) That particular part of the
route is very familiar to me - in addition to it being part of my bike commute, my husband and I often bike right there via
the Sunset bike lane to go on dates for ice cream or shop for comics. 

But I was surprised by what I found when I did a bit of research — it turns out that every year for at least the last 5 years,
there has been a bike/car crash at the exact intersection where I was struck. In each case, the person biking has had the
right of way and the person driving attempted to make a left turn and ended up hitting the bike rider. As you already know,
there are many locations along Sunset Blvd. in our council district where this pattern repeats itself. But safety for people
in this corridor really needs to be prioritized, and I’d like to help you in this conversation. Walking and biking are major
drivers of economic activity in this area — people buy stuff; their cars don’t — and our ability to travel the neighborhood
safely is intertwined with our quality of life. 

I’d like to contribute in any way I can to help move this forward. Specifically, I could help develop a presentation on the
economic value to the community of building safer streets (for people walking, driving or biking) and showcase it to
neighborhood groups and other stakeholders. In addition or as an alternative, I am involved with several professional
planning associations that would love to co-organize a roundtable panel on this topic. I would be happy to grab coffee
with you one day early before work sometime soon to discuss more if you have the time. 

Thanks, 

Avital Shavit
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